
INDOT 2030 Plan Update Consultation Meeting  
Southeastern Indiana Regional Planning Commission at the INDOT Seymour 

District Office in Seymour 
Wednesday, June 2, 2004 2:00 PM 

 
In Attendance:     Steve Smith, INDOT Long Range Planning 
                              Dave Dye, INDOT Seymour District 
                              Frank Baukert, INDOT Long Range Planning 
                              Joe Hall, INDOT Seymour District 
                              James Ude, INDOT Seymour District 
                              Susan Craig, SIRPC 
                              Dana Riddle, SIRPC 
 

I. The Regional Planning Organization was provided an overview of the plan 
update process by Steve Smith from INDOT. 

II. Frank Baukert from INDOT distributed a packet of update material including 
the results of the latest Statewide Travel Demand Model run, INDOT Long 
Range Transportation Plan Project listings, and updated scheduling 
information on programmed projects. 

 
Project Discussion: 
 

1. US-50 North Vernon Bypass(LRP#760/Des#8918150, RFC: 2011, $9 million):   
During the 2003 update of the plan, the added lanes project through North Vernon 
was split to allow development of the US-31 to North Vernon segment to go 
forward while giving INDOT time to weigh its options regarding improvements 
inside North Vernon.  Previous studies have not shown a need great enough to 
justify the expense of a bypass around North Vernon.  It was not known whether 
Jennings County’s comprehensive plan has a bypass in it.  The Long Range Plan 
lists this project as a placeholder on the current US-50 alignment.  This was 
intended to show the need for additional capacity to fulfill the highway’s 
statewide mobility corridor function while providing flexibility relative to the type 
of corridor improvement. 

 
Comment:  The Jennings County Comprehensive plan needs to be reviewed.  
Construction of a new road around North Vernon will require an environmental 
impact statement.  This project needs further study to prioritize it for future NEPA 
corridor study funds. 
 

2. I-65 to Madison connectors:  The RPO was interested in the planned 
improvements to SR-56 & SR-256(LRP#734/Des#0200035- SR-256 Road 
Reconstruction, RFC: 2011, $21 million & LRP#733/Des#0200961-SR-56, Road 
Reconstruction, RFC: 2019, $21.2 million).  The community of Austin supported 
the decision to reconstruct SR-256 first. 

 



Comment:  The INDOT Long Range Plan calls for reconstructing both SR-56 & 
SR-256.  The SR-256 project was given priority because it provides the most 
direct access to I-65. 
 

3. SR-101 Corridor Study:  A memo was distributed to attendees outlining INDOT’s 
position on the results of the SR-101 NEPA Corridor Study.  The study had just 
recently been completed.  The consultant recommended that INDOT pursue a 
series of safety improvements in the short-term, and the phased construction of a 
direct connection between I-74 and the Markland Dam (Alt. 3A/B) as a long-term 
solution to regional mobility problems.  The recommendations have proven 
controversial.  The public comment received by INDOT ran 60%/40% against the 
recommended alternative. INDOT also received a letter from at least one 
commissioner from each of the 5 counties within the study area opposing the 
alternative.  Additionally, a local group in Dearborn County sent in a petition 
against the alternative with 1,500 signatures on it.   
 
Comment:  Attendees were asked to review the paper and send their comments to 
INDOT Deputy Commissioner, Vaneeta Kumar and CC the planning section. 
 

4. US-50 Corridor Study:  INDOT is beginning a NEPA Corridor Study to find 
solutions to congestion problems on US-50 in eastern Dearborn County.  Local 
governments were concerned that the study might have fallen through the cracks 
since there had not been any news since the original announcement of the study.  
The RPO was reassured that the project was on track.  INDOT was in the process 
of selecting a study consultant, and that an announcement would be made shortly 
naming the winning proposal.   
 
Comment:  INDOT has named Strand Associates as the study consultant.  Once 
the study has been completed, the recommendations made will be reviewed by 
INDOT for inclusion in the State’s Long Range Transportation Plan. 
 

5. US-421 & I-74 Interchange Modification:  The town of Greensburg wants this 
interchange upgraded to a full interchange to support their economic development 
program.  The Interchange Study found that the interchange was adequate for 
existing use and didn’t recommend any modifications.  There is an interchange 
spacing issue that needs to be addressed. 
 
Comment:  This interchange can be included in the next INDOT Interchange 
Study.  INDOT needs to establish a uniform policy for handling interchange 
upgrade requests in order to insure equitable treatment for local communities.  
 

6. SR-250 from SR-7 to US-421:  The District has proposed a new road extending 
SR-250 from SR-7 through Jefferson Proving Grounds to US-421.  This project 
would provide better access to the new Madison Sub-District Office.  The RPO is 
interested in this project as well as upgrading the existing highway between I-65 
and US-421.  Jefferson County also supports this project. 



 
Comment:  The long range planning section will follow the district’s lead on this 
project. 
 
 

RPO Issues: 
 

1. Madison Ohio River Bridge:  The existing bridge is a narrow, two-lane, with poor   
approaches and many safety and congestion problems.  The INDOT plan calls for 
replacing the existing bridge with a new, four lane bridge (LRP#659, RFC: 2016, 
$25 million (Indiana share)).  The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet is the lead 
agency on this project. 
 
Comment:  INDOT needs to coordinate with KYTC to ensure that both plans are 
consistent. 
 

2. New Ohio River Bridge near Madison:  The RPO has proposed a new bridge 
located east of the existing US-421 Bridge sited to avoid the town’s historic 
district.  This project would be linked with a potential US-421 Bypass. 
 
Comment:  The planning section will work with the District and local 
communities to monitor the proposal.  Based upon this review and the 
establishment of community consensus and regional planning support this 
proposal will be evaluated in future plan updates. 
 

3. SR-1 in Dearborn County:  There is a lot of concern about the volume of truck 
traffic on SR-1.  This highway has many deficiencies which make it unsuitable for 
trucks.  INDOT made some safety improvements such as installing guardrails, 
and took steps to deter truck traffic such as erecting a warning sign on I-74 
advising truckers to use I-275 instead of SR-1, and installing a weigh- in-motion 
(WIM) station.  While these improvements have helped, trucks continue to use 
SR-1 especially when the WIM station is not manned.  When these improvements 
were made, it was realized that to bring the highway fully up to state standards 
would require an investment that INDOT wasn’t prepared to make at that time.  
The consensus at that time was to wait and see how well the highway would 
function with the programmed improvements, and then re-evaluate it at some 
future time. 
 
Comment:  Once the US-50 Corridor Study is completed, it might be time to 
consider re-evaluating the SR-1 Corridor.  In the short-term, it might be prudent 
to look for potential Transportation System Management (TSM) projects which 
could provide additional safety improvements. 
 


